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With a col​lege cer​tifi ​cate in ho​tel man​age​ment, Cathy should be hit​ting Mon​treal’s job
mar​ket. In​stead, she might have to move back home to her na​tive China, bring​ing an abrupt
end to her Cana​dian dream.

Cathy, who spoke on con​di​tion her real name not be used for fear of retri ​bu​tion by im​mi​‐
gra​tion of​fi​cials, is one of thou​sands of in​ter​na​tional stu​dents who en​rolled in a Que​bec pro​‐
gram that fast tracked her to be​come a Cana​dian cit​i​zen. Last month, she was told by im​mi​‐
gra​tion of​fi​cials that even though she com​pleted a gov​ern​ment-rec​og​nized course, her French
wasn’t up to snuff, and her ap​pli​ca​tion for per ​ma​nent res ​i​dency was re​jected.

“I was hop ​ing to get a job in Mon​treal, but now I don’t even think I can live in Mon​treal,”
Cathy told the Mon​treal Gazette on Tues ​day.

Cathy, 22, has been in Canada for six years. She grad​u​ated from high school, got a cer​tifi ​‐
cate from a vo​ca​tional col​lege in On​tario and then passed the Que​bec ex​pe​ri​ence pro​gram
(QEP) at a cer​ti​fied school. The pro​gram, set up by the Jean Charest gov​ern​ment in 2009, al​‐
lows in​ter​na​tional stu​dents who grad​u​ate from qual ​i​fied pro​grams to be​come per​ma​nent res ​i​‐
dents, even with​out Cana​dian work ex​pe​ri​ence. They also must pass in​ter​me​di​ate-level spo ​‐
ken French.

In the past, the gov​ern​ment re​lied on French-test re ​sults pro​vided by the schools when
eval​u​at​ing per​ma​nent res ​i​dency. In re​cent months, how​ever, hun​dreds of stu​dents like Cathy
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were called into the of​fices of im ​mi​gra​tion of​fi​cials and given surprise tests by French teach​‐
ers. If they failed the tests, their ap​pli​ca​tion for per ​ma​nent res ​i​dency was re​jected.

Cathy found out last month that be​cause of what of​fi​cials judged to be her low pro ​fi​ciency
level in French, her ap​pli​ca​tion was re ​jected and she is barred from reap​ply​ing for at least
five years.

“It’s not fair,” she said. “I did ev​ery​thing I was sup ​posed to do; I’m sup​posed to get ci​ti​zen​‐
ship.”

On Tues​day, sev​eral groups rep​re​sent​ing in​ter​na​tional stu​dents held a con​fer​ence to de​‐
nounce the ac ​tions of the im ​mi​gra​tion min​istry. They called the prac​tice of surprise tests on
their French pro ​fi​ciency legally du​bi​ous, and po​ten​tially un​con​sti​tu​tional.

“This is a very se​ri​ous prob​lem,” said Fo Niemi, the di​rec​tor of the Cen​tre for Re ​search-Ac​‐
tion on Race Re ​la​tions.

He said the prac​tice is dis ​crim​i​na​tory be​cause it pro​files im​mi​grants, and it ac​cuses them
of a crime with ​out the pre​sump​tion of in ​no​cence.

CRARR wrote a let​ter to the province’s om​budsper​son de​mand​ing an in​ves​ti​ga​tion into the
prac​tice.

If an in​ves​ti​ga​tion shows dis ​crim​i​na​tion, the or​ga​ni​za​tion will file a com​plaint with Que​‐
bec’s Hu​man Rights Com​mis​sion, Niemi said.

Gabrielle Tel​lier, a spokesper​son for Im​mi​gra​tion Min​is​ter Kath​leen Weil, said on Tues​day
the min​is​ter could not make any com​ments about the sit​u​a​tion, be​cause the pro ​gram is be​ing
in​ves​ti​gated by Que​bec’s per​ma​nent anti-cor ​rup​tion squad, UPAQ.

Al​ready 16 in​ter​na​tional stu ​dents have filed a re​quest for their re​jec​tions to be over ​turned
by Que​bec’s Su​pe​rior Court.

“We’re ask ​ing for the de​ci​sions to be quashed,” said Au​drey Boc​tor, one of the lawyers rep​‐
re​sent​ing the stu​dents. “In our view, the min​is​ter is im ​pos​ing a re​quire​ment on the stu​dents
that doesn’t ex​ist in this act.”

The As​so​ci​a​tion québé ​coise des av​o​cats et av​o​cates en droit de l’im​mi​gra​tion said as of last
month, 585 ap​pli​cants were re​viewed by the im​mi​gra​tion min ​istry. Of those, 321 have had
their ap ​pli​ca​tions ei ​ther re ​fused or re​jected. Many were told they can’t reap​ply for per​ma​nent
res​i​dency for five years, which is longer than most short-term visas per​mit, so it forces them
to re​turn to their home coun ​tries, said David Chalk, the as​so​ci​a​tion’s pres​i​dent. He added the
prac​tice ap ​pears to vi​o​late the gov ​ern​ment’s own laws.

“They are ac​cus​ing peo​ple of com​mit​ting fraud, when they meet the re​quire​ments of the
pro​gram and have done ab ​so​lutely noth​ing dis​hon​est,” Chalk said. “There is no end-run (the
min​istry) can do to re-eval​u​ate French on its own dur ​ing an in​ter​view. That is ab​so​lutely out​‐
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side of what the law per ​mits.”
Chalk said it ap​pears the gov​ern​ment has been do​ing spot tests of the French level of ap​pli​‐

cants since last sum​mer, first as a way to eval​u​ate the in ​struc​tion at the in ​sti​tu​tions.
The gov​ern​ment has ex​pressed con​cern re​cently about the qual​ity of the ed​u​ca​tion be​ing

given by the school boards that ben​e​fit from the lu ​cra​tive $24,000 per stu​dent fee. Last fall, the
Ed​u​ca​tion Depart ​ment re​vealed it or ​dered an au​dit and called in UPAQ to in​ves​ti​gate al​le​ga​‐
tions of ir ​reg​u​lar​i​ties at the English Mon ​treal and Lester B. Pear ​son school boards.

In a state​ment, the English Mon​treal School Board said it was sur​prised to hear about the
pop tests, and pointed out the school board pro​gram eval​u​ates not just oral, but spo​ken and
writ​ten French as well. The gov ​ern​ment has not ad​vised the board there is a prob ​lem with its
eval​u​a​tion process, board chair​per​son An​gela Mancini said.

Yan​nick Yang, a Chi​nese na​tional who ob ​tained per ​ma​nent res​i​dency through the pro​‐
gram, hosts a web​site, que​becpeq.com, where he said hun​dreds of stu​dents from China have
ex​pressed their con​cern to him about the surprise tests.

They are ac​cus​ing peo​ple of com​mit​ting fraud, when they meet the re​quire​ments of the
pro​gram.

“They are all very wor​ried,” Yang said. “They spent a lot of money be​cause they wanted to
stay here through le​gal means. They will have to go back to China and tell their fam​ily, ‘I’m a
loser; I got noth​ing from Canada.’ ”

In​ter​na​tional stu​dents who feel their ap​pli​ca​tion for per​ma​nent res ​i​dency has been un​‐
fairly re​jected can con​tact their stu ​dent as​so​ci​a​tions or CRARR at 514939-3342.


